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 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

OF THE PARISH OF MANCETTER
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of the Parish of Mancetter, 
held on Tuesday 28th September 2021 at the Schoolroom, St Peter’s Church Mancetter, commencing at 7pm.
Present:
Chairman 


Mr T Hopkins.
Parish Councillors
Mr H Blackburn, Mrs G Forknall, Mrs S Healy, Mr P Mann, Mrs N Wallis and Mrs S Logie
Borough Councillors            Mr A Clews.
Parish Clerk


Mrs E Higgins.
Assistant Clerk

Mrs K Meads
Item 1 - Welcome and Coronavirus Risk Assessment.
Mr T Hopkins welcomed everyone and reminded them of the coronavirus guidelines for the venue and that 

provision was made to respect the needs of those present. 
Item 2 – Apologies.
Apologies were received from County Councillor Mrs M Bell and Borough Councillor Mrs D Clews

Item 3 – Recording of the meeting.

There was no recording of the meeting. 
Item 4 – Notice of Interest.
There were no declarations of interest for this meeting.

Item 5 – Public Question Time.
No members of the public were present but an email had been received from a resident concerning the effects that Tarmac Quarry blasting was having on his property. Full details in Appendix I attached.
This was discussed in detail as Councillors are concerned that we cannot get contact with the quarry, which is very disappointing after so many years of good communication through Quarry Liaison meetings.

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Zoe Bickley at NWBC and Matthew Williams at WCC to raise these issues in the first instance and to continue to try to arrange a Quarry Liaison meeting and make contact.

Post meeting note: Richard Price has returned as Quarry Manager. He is in direct contact with the resident mentioned above. He will also set up a Quarry Liaison meeting.
Item 6 – Minutes of the last meeting.
The draft minutes from the 27th July 2021 were proposed by Mr H Blackburn, seconded by Mrs G Forknall and therefore formally signed by the chair as a true record of proceedings.

Item 7 – Matters Arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 27th July 2021
· Parish Councillor Vacancies

The Parish Council again have a vacancy after the resignation of Mr P Kelly.

Democratic Services at the Borough Council, have confirmed that Mancetter Parish Council are able to co-opt to this vacancy without the need for an election to be held. 

· Ridge Lane and Mancetter Village Signs
County Councillor Mrs M Bell sent in a report which confirmed that if the Parish Council wish to design new village signs then WCC will pay for the installation.

Further work will be carried out to get quotes to progress this project.

· Timeline for traffic and speed survey and feedback from first speed watch meeting
Also included in CC Mrs M Bell’s report were the locations for the speed surveys. It was hoped that these would be installed during September but Graham Stanley from WCC reported that they had been ordered but there was a backlog and the project may again be delayed.

This item was discussed in detail with concern expressed that Police will not be present and  operatives may get some abuse from the public: sharing equipment with Hartshill Parish and that all records will be on paper. Councillors still wish to be trained in the hope that they can make some difference to the issues of excessive speed in the Parish.

· Fly Tipping
Councillors confirmed that reported fly tipping has been cleared within two days.

· Tarmac Quarry Update
This is covered in Item 5 above
Item 8– Feedback from Police, Borough and County Councillors.
PC 1391 Lauren Hughes had once again submitted a policing update for the meeting which had been

distributed in advance to councillors. Topics covered include Community Speed Watch; Slow Down Stickers 

and Fly Tipping Signs. 








(See Appendix II).

County and Borough Councillors
CC M Bell sent in a report, some items covered above along with Mancetter Quarry Routes and work to be completed on dropped kerbs in Lewis Close. Borough Councillors A & D Clews are also working on these projects.








See Appendix III for full report
Item 9- Any other Parish Business for Discussion – not covered in any other agenda points.
· Attendance at the virtual WALC Annual Conference Friday 22nd and Saturday 23rd  October
All Councillors had received details before the meeting. After discussion it was decided to book two places and The Clerk would open the office at Mancetter Memorial Hall where there is a larger screen to give better visibility.
· Highways England Consultation on A5 Corridor
Chairman Mr T Hopkins shared an update from Highways England detailing two schemes:

A5 Hinckley to Tamworth Scheme – Goals to improve safety, increase connectivity and deliver faster, more reliable journeys.

A5 Dordon to Atherstone Scheme- Delivered by Highways England on behalf of Warwickshire County Council. Construction is due to start in March 2026.
More information is available from Highways England’s Delivery Plan

Specific queries can be emailed to A5 DordontoAtherstone@highwaysengland.co.uk
· The Women’s Tour Cycling time trial 6th October 2021
Discussion around road closures took place. It appears that Mancetter Parish is the main area affected by the time trials, with the majority of the route through Mancetter and Ridge Lane.

· Feedback from Parish Gathering on 22nd September 2021
All feedback has been positive with attendees saying that they liked the less formal feel of the meeting. All groups were pleased  to hear what other groups had been doing during lockdown and how they were starting back.
Item 10– Planning Matters and New Applications
Update on determinations

PAP/2021/0484 Fir Tree Paddock. Decision deferred. 
The Chairman Mr T Hopkins highlighted serious issues with regards to dates of documents and when they are forwarded to the Parish Council.

PAP/2021/0177 19 Nuneaton Road Mancetter.

There are also concerns with the timing of documents sent to the Parish Council.

Councillors requested that letters of complaint be sent to NWBC regarding:

Length of time taken for documents to be received.

Mancetter Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan not being taken into consideration when  applications are determined.

Request a detailed discussion regarding the years of planning issues at Stoneleigh Quarry Farm.

PAP/2021/0471 Ladywood Farm. Application required.

PAP/2021/0481 100 Ridge Lane – Granted

PAP/2021/0472 36 Harpers Lane - Granted
New Applications
PAP/2021/0506 – The Barn Mill Lane. Comments to include the fact that this is in the Conservation Area!
PAP/2021/0537 – 4 Mancetter Road. No objections to proposed extensions.

Item 11– Finance
a) Mr T Hopkins and Mrs G Forknall signed the financial paperwork in accordance with the Bank Mandate.
b) The Clerk confirmed that she had finally received re-imbursement from Dell for the double payment made.
c) Backdated Wayleave payment has been received for cemetery electricity distribution post.
d) Budget expenditure outside of normal expenditure was discussed. It was agreed

 to increase the reserve for planting around the Parish by £1,000.
e) Approval was given for the replacement of two bottom rails within the cemetery. This was proposed by Mr H Blackburn and seconded by Mrs S Healy

f) One grant request had been received, but was later withdrawn.

g) Confirmation received of a successful External Audit. This has been made public. 

Mrs S Healy expressed thanks to both Clerks for their continued effort.

h) The implementation of banking charges from 1st November was discussed. Although HSBC are currently the only bank making these charges it was thought that other banks would soon follow suit. Charges will be included in the budget for 2022/23
i) Mr G Forknall had researched the cost of specialist trees for the Platinum Jubilee. Two further quotes have been received, both came in higher that the original quote. It was decided unanimously to continue with the original supplier.

Item 12– Cemetery and Maintenance around the Parish.
· Painting of Cemetery Fencing.
The Parish Handyman has started painting the cemetery fencing

· Installation of recovered Roman Mancetter signage.
The PCC has been consulted and agreed that the Roman Mancetter sign should be erected next to the St Peter’s sign. Councillors approved the purchase of replacement fixing clips.

· Mrs G Fornall asked about the Japanese Knotweed in Ridge Lane. The Clerk confirmed that it is still being treated by WCC on their annual treatment cycle.

· Mrs G Forknall asked if there was a convenient place to plant  the WI Centenary Oak Tree whip. It was thought best to keep it potted until the new village signs were fixed.

· Mr T Hopkins advised councillors that he is continuing to plant acorns in the hope of planting more trees around the Parish.
Item 13 - Dates of next meetings: 
Tuesday 23rd November 2021 7pm at the Schoolroom, St Peter’s Church Mancetter.
As there was no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
Signed        
Date: 

